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r a Boothwyn resident Robert J. Grodeiv'stending at right, is seen on the set of Oliver Stone's upcoming film, 
7 'JFK.' Groden, an expert on the Kennedy assassination, acted as a consultant as well as taking several 
roles in the film. He has strong views about who killed the president. See PAGE 4. 




Deico writer acted, assisted assassinator! film project 


By XEJLVYN ANDERSON 

Of the Times Staff 


BOOTHWYN — When Oliver Stone’s 
movie “JFK” hits the theaters in Decem- 
ber, Upper Chichester resident Robert 
Groden probably wont be mobbed at the 
mall 8 for the three minor roles he plays 
in the film. 

But if the movie successfully raises 
the consciousness of movie-goers, caus- 
ing them to ask more questions about 
what happened in Dallas on Nov. 22, 
1963, fame will be the least of his re- 
wards. 

As one of the foremost experts on the 
tangle of evidence and conjecture sur- 
rounding President John F. Kennedy’s 
death, Groden has tasted popularity, 
most recently when his book, “High 
Treason,” went to number two on the 
New York Times’ bestseller list. 

Groden and many others reject Sen. 
Arlen Specter’s single bullet theory. 
They believe Kennedy was the victim of 
an. assassination plot launched by the 
CIA, and covered up by the Warren 
Commission, and, to a lesser extent, by 
the House Assassination Committee. 

So when he got a call from Stone’s 
California office in August 1990, Groden 
took the next plane to Dallas to talk 
with the director of ^Platoon” and “Bom 
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Stone and Groden have much in com- 
mon. Both are the same age. Both found 
themselves in a moral quandary after 
Kennedy was killed, searching for an- 
swers from a government they once 
trusted. 

' “This is in fact, although I don’t know 
if it was meant to be or not, part three of 
a trilogy on the Vietnam War," Groden 
said of “JFK,” during a recent interview 
at his Boothwyn home. “Now we’re going 
back to the beginning and see what 
caused the war.” 

Groden, whose 1975 enhancement of 
the Abraham Zapruder film of the assas- 
sination led to convening of the House 
Assassination Committee, served as a 
technical consultant to “JFK,” directing 
the assassination scene. 

“I handled the timing, the reactions of 
the crowd,” said Groden. “The production 
went very well. Oliver is a very profes- 
sional person, a true artist,” 

“The angles, the feel of the movie, 
every aspect of the film is marvelous,” 
he said t . 

In addition to his role behind the 
camera, Groden plays three bit parte: 
Dr. Malcolm Perry, the doctor who per- 
formed the emergency tracheotomy on 
Kennedy; an unscrupulous photo re- 
toucher, and the courtroom projectionist 
in the trial of Clay Shaw. 

“I walked on the set one . day and 
found Tommy Lee Jones, who plays Clay 
Shaw, reading my book,” Groden said. 
“He’d already read it and he was just 
boning up on it again. 

“The most commonly asked question is 
what’s Kevin Costner like,” Groden 
laughed. “He’s very patient, open and 

nnflwjnimmg ” 

Before the first ‘scene were shot, 
Stone’s film was subjected to criticism 
from writers opposed to conspiracy theo- 
^nes, Gr oden ai d J- i’i£ 


o-v^PtesldflDL. Kennedy .is slumped in left rear seat as his wife helps a Secret 
Service agent into the speeding car seconds after the shooting In this file photo. 

the establishment, because the film is 
being attacked months and months be- 
fore its been released," he said. “The 
Washington Post and Newsweek have 
attacked the film with absolutely no idea 
what it’s about except that one of the 
central characters is Jim Garrison 
(played by Costner)." 

Stone paid meticulous attention to ‘de- 
tail in “JFK” He re-built the extension 
of the Texas School Book Depository, 
planted shrubbery, moved streetlampB. 

“It will raise the public's consciousness 
tremendously,” he said. “It is far more 
fact than fiction.” 

As a veteran of the Kennedy assaa- 
pination circuit, Groden is all too aware 
of the many fictions accompanying one of 
the greatest unsolved mysteries of the 
20th Century. 

The internal politics of life as assas- 
sination expert often wears him down, 

Groden said. “Joaiah Thompson, Sylvia 
Marr and Harold Weisberg have had 
their work ripped off for years, and I 
know what it’s like." . 

“I went public with this in ’73, and 
" again in "75, when it took off,” he said. 

There were three people taking credit for 
his discoveries less than three months 
after Groden made his findings public. 

It was a disgruntled and discredited 
charlatan, who, rebuffed by Stone, 
leaked a copy of the “JFK” script to 
Washington Post writer George Lardner, 

Groden said. 

“This so-called critic leaked it because 
he was convinced Stone was going to do 
his story," Groden said. “Oliver saw 
through him at the very beginning, and 
wouldn’t deal- with him, .His revenge was 
leaking the scriphT ‘ 
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what 19 years of agitation have failed to 
accomplish: A proper airing of the facta. 

“I was at Villanova two weeks ago, 
and I was told it was the largest single 
crowd they’ve ever had for a lecture,” 
said Groden. “That’s a good sign. Very 
few of the people there were alive when 
it happened.” 

“You can kill the dreamer, but you 
can’t kill th& dream," he said, quoting a 
statement often attached to another fa- 
mous assassination, that of the Rev. D*. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 


